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examination room. But this is perhaps their least
honourable kind of service. Books are not merely
honest hod-men dumping " useful information "
at our door ; they are kindly fairies opening with
their magic wand secret chambers of delight.
46 Read," says Bacon, in his deep, wise way, " not
to contradict, and confute, nor to believe and take
for granted, nor to find talk and discourse, but to
weigh and consider" ; and to this every true
bookman will assent. But may we not also read
simply to enjoy ? I do not want to be taught, or
lectured, or " improved" every time I open a
book; I want sometimes to laugh, to dream, to
forget, to walk with my head in the clouds, happier
that I feel no earth beneath my feet. There is a
place among books for the humorist as well as the
schoolmaster, for the laughing story-teller as well
as the grave instructor, for rainbow dreams and
fancies as well as solid fact and sober science. By
all means let us read what will " do us good,"
only let us not forget that to make us happy is to
do us good. And we are putting books to one
of their best uses when round them, as Wordsworth
says, " with tendrils strong as flesh and blood,"
we make " our pastime and our happiness " to
grow.

3. And even in the preacher's stricter, narrower
sense of the words, reading may " do us good."